
', THE R W Y  DISTRICT 

The Ruby D i s t r i c t  was v i s i t e d  by the  m i t e r  from September 26 

1938, f o r  the  purpose of obtaining data on mining and prospecting. A t abu la t ion  

of present  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  appended. The individual  operations have been covered by 

means of the Placer Mining Forms which have been forwarded t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  

Department of Mines a t  Juneau, 

Mining and Prospecting 

It i s  f e l t  t h a t  l i t t l e  general  discussion of the mining operations i n  t h i s  

d i s t r i c t  i s  necessary, a s  they  have been v i s i t e d  by Irving Reed f o r  the T e r r i t o r i a l  

&*l 
Department of Mines. The only l a rge  scale  operation i s  t ha t  of the Long Creek,&, 

Mining Co., about which some add i t i ona l  remarks w i l l  follow. A t  present  the re  i s  

no d r i f t  mining in t h e  Long area.  A few d r i f t  mines a r e  s t i l l  operating around 

Poorman, where most of the  ground i s  too deep f o r  small sca le  open cut mining. 

There i s  r e l a t i ve ly  l i t t l e  prospecting i n  t he  Ruby D i s t r i c t .  T h i s  i s  p a r t l y  because 

t h e  general ly  deeper ground makes prospecting more expensive and slower Lhan.in some 

of the other regions.  

Gold production i n  t he  Ruby District w i l l  increase g rea t ly  when s u f f i c i e n t  

c a p i t a l  i s  brought i n  t o  rework some of the  old  d r i f t ed  ground by ,more economical 

l a rge  scale  methods. I n  t h e  Poorman area ,  Poorman Creek and several  of i t s  t r ibu-  

t a r i e s ,  a l so  Spruce and Tamarack Creeks, and i n  t he  Long area,  Greenstone, Midnight 

and possibly Monument Greeks appear t o  be su i t ab le  f o r  l a rge r  sca le  operations.  

The spotted nature of the ground may present  prospecting d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  and the l ack  

of creek grade and generally small i r r egu l a r  water supply w i l l  t end t o  handicap 

mining. However, Poorman Creek, i f  t h e  water problem can be solved, probably could 

be developed i n t o  one of the  l a r g e r  p lacer  operations of Alaska. 
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The data obtained on t h e  Long Creek Mining Co. i s  incomple~e,  The shooting 

of several  men on September 27 caused mining t o  be suspended f o r  the season, and 

l e f t  t h e  camp i n  an unset t led  condit ion.  M r .  A. A. McCandless, who owned t h e  ground 
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worked by t h e  company on Greenstone Creek, d i d  t h e  shooting fol lowing a dec i s ion  

of  t h e  company t o  t u r n  back t o  him t h e  opt ions  on t h e  creek .  Mr. McCandless k i l l e d  

.L 3 7  
himself a s h o r t  t ime l a t e r .  7 

There is  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  among some of t h e  owners from whom t h e  Long Creek 

Mining Co. i s  l e a s i n g  ground, concerning t h e  manner in  which t h e  ground i s  being  

worked. They b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  company in tends  t o  work only t h e  r i c h e r  ground, and 

neglec t  ground t h a t  i s  l eane r  b u t  which can be p r o f i t a b l y  worked. Other owners 

have sided with t h e  company so t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  amount of d i s sens ion  e x i s t s .  From a 

b r i e f  inspect ion ,  mde a f t e r  t h e  p lan t  had been shut down, it appears t h a t  t h e  

ground i s  not being worked i n  t h e  most systematic  manner poss ib le ,  but  it i s  d i f f i -  

c u l t  t o  say whether t h i s  i s  i n t e n t i o n a l  o r  otherwise.  There was no prel iminary 

prospect ing,  a s  it i s  contended t h a t  the  gold, being coarse and occurring i n  spo t s ,  

cannot be  prospectec! f o r  by d r i l l i n g .  However, a s  t h e  ground i s  f rozen f o r  t h e  

most p a r t ,  s a t i s f a c t o r y  prospect ing can be  done by c lose  spacing of the  d r i l l  holes,  

Transpor ta t ion  and Communication 

The Ruby D i s t r i c t  i s  served by Alaska Railroad r i v e r  st earners, which land 

f r e i g h t  a t  Ruby from where it i s  t r a n s p o r t e d  by t rucks  t o  t h e  mining camps, The 

d i s t a m e  by road from Ruby t o  Long i s  29 mi les  and t o  Poorman i s  about 58 miles.  

South and southeast of Poorman, winter  t r a i l s  l e a d  t o  s e v e r a l  nearby d r i f t  mines. 

There a l s o  i s  a win te r  trail t o  Ophir v i a  P l a c e m i l l e ,  and one t o  Cripple.  The 

Ruby-Poorman road i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  au tos  i n  dry  weather, and during p a r t  of t h e  

winter ,  b u t  is impassable during prolonged ra iny  periods,  The w r i t e r  found it 

necessary t o  walk from Ruby t o  Long and Poorman and back t o  Long because of t h e  

bad weat her .  

The f r e i g h t  r a t e s  from S e a t t l e  t o  Ruby via Nenana a r e  about 3$ t o  6 c e n t s  a  

pound f o r  l e s s  than  ca r load  l o t s .  From Ruby t o  Poorman t h e  f r e i g h t  r a t e s  a r e  

4 cents a  pound i n  summer and 5 c e n t s  i n  winter .  Weekly mail d e l i v e r i e s  a r e  made 

t o  Long and Poorman and t o  mines en rou te .  
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Road repa i r  work, consist ing la rge ly  of laying new corduroy, was done i n  

t h i s  d i s t r i c t  l a s t  summer by a crew of 8 t o  10 men. Most of the  work was done 

between Long and Poorman. A new s t e e l  bridge has been b u i l t  across t h e  S d a t n a  

Riveralongsi.de of the  old one, about 12 miles from Poorman. Work was being done 

on t h e  approaches, and it should be ready f o r  use this f a l l .  

The country between Poorman and Cripple i s  not being prospected a t  present. 

It i s  d i f f i c u l t  of access, and while mineralized to  some ex ten t ,  i s  s a id  t o  be deep 

f o r  the  most par t .  Doubtless a road from Poorman t o  Cripple would st imulate pros- 

pecting. However, more should be determined about the  mineralization and the  

pos s ib i l i t y  of the  existence o f  p lacer  deposi ts  before such a road i u  b u i l t .  It 

a l s o  seems to t h e  wr i t e r  t ha t  a road from Poorman t o  the Kuskokwim River v ia  

Cripple, Tolstoy and Flat would st imulate prospecting and gold production i n  a 

very l a rge  mineralized area.  

The only usable landing f i e l d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  located near Ruby. One was 

built near Poorman, bu t  it was used only a few times, and i s  now abandoned. Good 

landing f i e l d s  a t  Long and Poorman are badly needed. 

An old telephone l i n e  runs between Ruby, Long and Poorman. It is  i n  a bad 

state of repa i r ,  but  cc casional ly  calls  can be made between Ruby and Long. A shor t  

telephone l i n e  which works a f t e r  a fashion runs between Ruby and t h e  landing f i e l d .  

The only radio t ransmi t te r  known t o  t h e  wr i te r  i s  a t  Ruby. 


